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Prez Sez by Mark Koon
Hi Everyone!
Spring is upon us finally! And the world is getting a bit closer to normal!
It has been a long winter without all the getting together with friends and family!
Some of us have been out riding already, and hopefully you all checked your bike over before riding. The
old ‘T-Clocs’ method works great (Tires-Wheels, Controls-Electrical, Oil – fluids and filters, Chassis and
Side (Kick) Stand). There is a ton of salt and sand on the roads so be careful! Unfortunately, we have already lost a fellow rider on the roads this year.
Think about taking a Riders Ed class! As an SCVR member, one benefit is getting reimbursed for the rider classes that you take. You must be a member for 3 years or have signed up for 3 years to qualify.
Then, when you take and pass a class, we will reimburse you the entire amount or portion. SCVR reimburses based on the cost of the MN state course pricing. Example: The MN Basic Rider Class is $245,
and some private company’s charge $350. SCVR will reimburse you the $245. Check out
www.motorcyclesafety.org for complete course outlines and schedules.
Next month, at our April 11th meeting, which is held at the St Paul Park American Legion Hall in St Paul
Park MN at 12 noon, we will begin taking nominations for officers for the upcoming June election. Positions open for nominations are: Vice President, Treasurer, Director at Large, WI Legislative Director and
Audit Committee. These are 2-year positions and a great way to get involved!
On Saturday, May 8th, SCVR in conjunction with St Paul Harley Davidson, will hold its annual Open
House/ Membership Drive, from 11am-4pm. The Harley Demo Semi will be on site with other vendors
and food and drink too! Don’t miss the Fun! SCVR will need volunteers to help with this event, contact a
Board member to sign up.
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Prez Sez by Mark Koon

Continued

Mark your calendar for June 12th, the annual ‘Fun Run’, which will be starting from the Gas Lite that
morning for a great ride!
Of course, we are starting our planning for the 31st Annual SCVR ‘Chilly Feed’ that will be on Sept 10th
&11th. We will have a planning meeting after our general meeting on May 16 th at the St Paul Park American Legion Hall. All co-chairs and those interested in planning, please join us.
Next, I have a little bitch. Please program 651-768-9026 into your phones as ‘SCVR’. This is the number I
use to make the SCVR monthly reminder call, and it is also my home phone. So PLEASE be polite when
you call my number back and ask if I called you. There have been a few that have been very rude to my
wife, so again program this number into your phones.

Please keep an eye on our Facebook page and website (www.stcroixvalleyriders.org) for Legislative updates. There are a few motorcycle related bills floating around that we may need you to contact your
legislator on. All SCVR General Meetings are held on the 2nd Sunday of the month except for May which
is the 3rd Sunday due to Mother’s Day. Always at 12 noon. October – May meetings are at the St Paul
Park American Legion, June—August they are held at the Gas Lite near Ellsworth WI. Home of the Chilly
Feed! Please join us!
At this writing SCVR has a few positions that need to be filled. Membership Director - you must have
computer knowledge and know the Excel program. This position keeps the membership list updated
monthly, sends out membership info, and must attend the Chilly Feed and Mid-Winter party and make it
to monthly meetings.
Merchandise Coordinator - this position orders all SCVR merchandise, keeps an updated inventory, and
must attend the Chilly Feed and Mid-Winter party and make it to general monthly meetings.
Road Captain - leads dinner rides, sets up and leads the Fun Run and Captain’s ride at the Chilly Feed,
may also aid other group rides.
Advertising Coordinator - find businesses to buy advertising in our quarterly newsletter.
Anyone interested in these positions please contact me.
SCVR is in search of Sponsors for our Events. A sponsor will get different levels of ad space in our newsletter, possible space at the Chilly Feed, name on Chilly Feed printed material, their business banner at
the Feed and possible mentions in radio ads. Contact me for more info and sponsor pricing.
Ride Safe & Hope to see you soon!
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SCVR Board of Directors

Mark Koon
President

Chris Hawkinson
Vice President

Brenda Hawkinson
Treasurer

Dan Hren
Norm Pollard
Director

Crash Schneider
Director

Julie Rice
Secretary

WI Legislative
Director

Scott Thom
Sgt at Arms

Randy Swenson
MN Legislative
Director
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Randy Swenson,
Rider Education Coordinator

Did you know that the State of Minnesota offers special license plates for both 4 wheel and 2 wheel vehicles that encourage and support motorcycle safety? The example above is for 4 wheel vehicles, while the 2 wheel version simply says “See Motorcycles” across the bottom.
You can download the application for both 2 and 4 wheel vehicles at this URL: https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/dvs/forms
-documents/Documents/MV_SpecialPlatesApplication.pdf On the left-hand side, under “Special Plates”, choose
‘Start Seeing Motorcycles’ and then fill in the pertinent areas on the rest of the application.
The minimum annual contribution of $15.00 is used to support motorcycle awareness and safety programs.

Sustaining members:
SODIE'S cigar & pipe
Oak Park Heights
Simply Street Bikes
Eden Prairie
LEO'S South
Lakeville
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Randy Swenson, MN Legislative Director.
I proudly took the floor at the SCVR General Meeting on February 14 th and announced that the “Mandatory Uninsured/
Underinsured Motorcycle Insurance” Bill in the MN House of Representatives had died in committee last year but warned it
may be back. Well, guess what? "No man's life, liberty or property are safe while the Legislature is in session." – Gideon John
Tucker

Bill #

Description

Action

Authors

Senate
Companion

H. F. 895

Requires uninsured and underinsured motorist coverage for motorcycles

Introduced on February 8, 2021 and
referred to the Committee on Commerce Finance and Policy; Co-authors
Zack Stephenson and Jamie Long
added on February 10, 2021

Cheryl Youakim (D46B); Zack Stephenson (D-36A); Jamie
Long (D-61B)

S.F.1428

The reps who introduced it last year introduced it again on February 8th. Since that time, a companion bill was also introduced
in the state Senate (see below):

S.F. No. 1428

Requires uninsured
and underinsured
motorist coverage
for motorcycles

Introduced on February 25, 2021 and
referred to the Committee on Commerce
Ron Latz (D-46)
and Consumer Protection Finance and
Policy (as of March 9, 2021).

H. F. 895

When I posted this message on the SCVR Facebook page, it generated a lot of discussion about whether or not this was a ‘good
addition’ to your policy or not. That’s not the point. The point is this: This is YOUR choice, not your legislator’s. Each of us
needs to contact our MN House Rep and State Senator and urge them to vote against House Bill HF895 and Senate Bill
SF1428. (Not sure who to contact? Find them here: https://www.gis.leg.mn/iMaps/districts/)
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Randy Swenson, Education and Training Coordinator
2021 Motorcycle Safety Courses are being scheduled soon. You can print out the Rider Training Course pamphlet at https://
dps.mn.gov/divisions/ots/mmsc/rider-training/Documents/2021-rider-training-brochure.pdf This explains the various
courses, class content, and identifies state-run locations. To register for a class, go to the training center location and look for
the class you want to take. It may not be scheduled yet, so keep checking back. One thing to note: The “Basic Rider Course”
price increased from $195 last year to $245 this year. New/current members in good standing with 3 years concurrent paid
dues can get reimbursed for 100% of state-run institution fees upon successful completion of any class.
Also, several members expressed an interest last year in taking the Motorcycle Accident Scene Management course (I’ve taken this course, Highly Recommended). Due to Covid-19 restrictions, the classes were put on hold last year. I talked with Chris
Hawver (SCVR Member) on February 15th and he told me that the classes have been redesigned so that they now can be
taught via Zoom. The normal price for the course is $35 per person, but Chris negotiated a price of $25 per person for an SCVR
class. Please notify me if you are interested.
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Secretary News: Julie Rice

Hi, SCVR members! Spring is here and we are getting into riding season. If you have not renewed your membership, please do
so either at our website (stcroixvalleyriders.org) or at a general meeting. The more members we have, the better our representation is, for fighting for your motorcycle rights at the Capitol. There are many bills that will be trying to work against motorcyclist’s rights.
This spring, we will be needing volunteers to help at our motorcycle events and at the Donnie Smith Show. Please see our Facebook page for more information. The Chili Feed will be approaching faster than we know it, so volunteers are needed for September.
If you are wanting to run for a board position, this two-year cycle positions are: Vice President, Treasurer, WI Legislative Director, one Audit position, and one Director at Large position. Nominations will be taken during the April and May meetings, with
voting at the June meeting.
We also need a Road Captain, Membership Director, a Merchandise Director, and an Advertising Director. Please contact Mark
if you are interested.
If you have a new rider in your group, have them join! If you purchase a 3-year membership, and take any rider’s safety course,
you will be reimbursed for the cost. This is a sweet perk for being a SCVR member.
Please ride safe!

Adopt A Highway: Julie Rice
Hi everyone! The snow is gone, revealing winter litter. We will be meeting after the April 11 th General Meeting, to pick up our
section of the highway. We need at least 20 people to volunteer to get this job done in timely manner. It is great exercise and
friend bonding. So see you at the meeting and on the road!
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Treasurer’s report:

Dear Sister's and Brother's of SCVR: Happy Spring. Can't wait to get back on the bike, it's been a very long winter. For those
who don't know, I was diagnosed with breast cancer after last year's Chili feed and have been fighting the fight since then.
Cancer sucks. It's been a long rough ride and I will keep fighting with all I am and all I have. I so can't wait to ride with my hus-

band and friends with the wind hitting my face and being
lost somewhere in wind therapy!
With all that, in between my surgeries and other doctor appointments, I have stayed on top of SCVR financials and everything
for 2020 is entered and has already been sent to the accountant. I am ready to do the yearly audit and will be reaching out to
the audit committee soon to get a date set to get that done.
Also I've been doing the Sunshine coordinator position which I truly love doing. I love bringing a lil’ Sunshine to those who
need it and putting my mind on someone else and off issues in my own life. 2020 has been quite a year and we all can surely

Can't wait to ride and see everyone again and regain some kind of normalcy again. Live each day to its fullest, love with all
you have cause you never truly know how much time you really have left. Each day you have is a blessing and a gift.

Ride safe and enjoy the ride every minute of every day!
Your wind sister,

Brenda Hawkinson

Brendahawkinson9217@gmail.com
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MRF - The Biker’s Voice in
Washington, DC since 1987!
Overturned federal law
attempting to blackmail states
into passing a mandatory helmet
law for all riders.
Passed legislation banning federal agencies from lobbying
against motorcyclists
Ensured motorcycles are considered in all autonomous (selfdriving) vehicle plans
Protected the motorcycle aftermarket from restrictive federal
legislation and ensured that riders can continue to modify their
machines
Actively fighting against motorcycle profiling

Ensured motorcycle rider concerns are addressed in all federal
highway bills
Working with biker friendly legislators and federal agencies
that impact motorcycling for
more than 30 years!
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Hello SCVR Members,
Looks like Spring has sprung early for us this year! Hope my message finds everyone eager to get on their bikes and
ride!
These early warm temperatures are a good reminder for us all to make sure we get our bikes fully inspected and
serviced before we ride. “An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure” rings true when it comes to our motorcycles. Spend the time to really go through your bike or have someone like our Master Techs do a thorough safety
inspection and service of your ride to make sure everything is within spec and ready to go. Your time is valuable
and watching our friends ride when our bike is broken is never fun.
Speaking of riding, I’d like to remind everyone that our rental department opens April 1st this year with a whole new
fleet of 2021 Harley-Davidsons ready for you to ride. You can reserve these bikes through our stpaulhd.com,
wildprairiehd.com, or eaglerider.com websites. Always a great option if you have fellow riders coming into to town
to visit.
Our Riding Academy Training is also opening in April and already filling up fast if you hear of anyone wishing to sign
up to learn how to ride. We can never have too many in our tribe so lets all do our part and try to bring more riders
into what we all love and enjoy so much. There’s nothing better than riding and creating memories with our
friends! You can sign up at stpaulhd.com or wildprairiehd.com
If you haven’t seen the new Harley-Davidson Pan America yet that everyone seems to be talking about these days,
hop on Harley-davidson.com and watch the release video of this new model. It has a whole new power plant in it
with features never seen before on a Harley-Davidson! We hope to have one in our showroom to show everyone in
early May so keep an eye on social media for that arrival. We are already taking deposits for these bikes.
Thanks again for all your support! We hope to see you all in our showroom floors so we can say hi and help in
getting you excited and ready for the riding season with all the new products!
All of us here at St. Paul and Wild Prairie Harley-Davidson wish you all a blessed and safe season of more awesome
miles and awesome memories with those we hold dear!
Be well!
Justin Johnson
Operating Owner
St. Paul Harley-Davidson
Wild Prairie Harley-Davidson
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ST. CROIX VALLEY RIDERS
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

www.stcroixvalleyriders.org

LIVE FREE. RIDE FREE.
The St. Croix Valley Riders is a not-for-profit that supports the premise that motorcyclists - not politicians
or insurance companies- know best what should be done to protect themselves on the road. The SCVR:
1. Believes in, encourages, and sponsors motorcycle training, safety, awareness, and education.
2. Encourages political involvement of its membership to actively participate in state and national-level
representation and lobbying efforts.
3. Improves the motorcyclist’s image and welcomes all riders regardless of brand or type of bike and
sponsors several charitable events.
It works to protect your motorcycling rights. Please join the fight & Circle your Membership

Single Membership: 1 year ($25) 2 year ($50) 3 year ($75) 4 year ($100) 5 year ($125)
Couples Membership: 1 year ($40) 2 year ($80) 3 year ($120) 4 year ($160) 5 year ($200)
All memberships are due in January. Dues are not tax deductible.
SCVR Merchandise: Pin ($5 ea) Qty: _____ Patches: Small ($7 ea) Qty: _____ Large ($16 ea) Qty:_____
Donation to SCVR: $__________ (in addition to membership dues) PLEASE ADD $5.00 SHIPPING/HANDLING
TO ANY MERCHANDISE ORDER

EVENT_________________________________
Date: _________ ❑ Renewal ❑New Member Referral: __________________________________
Last Name: ___________________________________ First Name: _______________________________
Significant other (for Couples Membership)
Last Name: ___________________________________ First Name: _______________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________ State: ___________ Zip: _______________________
Phone: __________________________Alternate Phone: ______________________________________
Email: __________________________ Alternate Email: _______________________________________

❑Check here if you want to receive newsletters via email ONLY and help SCVR save on printing/
mailing costs.You can change at any time.
Bike PAC of MN - Unless you opt-out by signing below, $3 of your membership dues per year will go to this Political Action
Committee for MN Motorcyclists. To opt-out check the box and sign: ❑__________________________________

Go online at www.stcroixvalleyriders.org or send this form along with a check made out to SCVR to:
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Why Should I Join the
St. Croix Valley Riders?

Your membership includes

Quarterly Newsletter
All members of the board and committee
chairs are volunteers.
Monthly meeting reminders
& location
Non-for-profit organization – money is
spent on motorcycle education, training
Important updates regarding
and lobbying at the state and national
motorcycle related issues via
level. Your voice will be heard.
Email.
Any member in good standing (3 years or
more paid in full) will be reimbursed, up to
the lower state fee for certified riders’ courses.

A promise to educate, train and
be heard at your state and
Federal capitols

Members-only advanced training courses
(minimum number of participants required)
Organized motorcycle runs (Fun Run,
Chilly Feed) and trips (Sturgis, Lake Superior)
$10 discount on Fun Run tickets.

Go online to stcroixvalleyriders.org or
complete this form with check made
Out to “SCVR”

$3500 death/dismemberment insurance
FREE for any current SCVR member; benefit
is active just by paying dues.

St Croix Valley Riders
Membership Coordinator
PO Box 112
St Paul Park, MN 55071

Great to meet new people that enjoy
The same things you do – riding. Not to
Mention the best fundraiser in the Valley,
SCVR’s…..

Membership Coordinator
scvr@yahoo.com
For more information, Please visit

Annual Chilly Feed!!!

www.stcroixvalleyriders.org

(first weekend after Labor Day)
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Mission Statement
The St. Croix Valley Riders
Believes in, encourages and sponsors motorcycle
training, safety, awareness and education
Encourages political involvement of its membership to actively participate in state and national
level representation and lobby efforts.
Improves the motorcyclist’s image and welcomes
all riders regardless of brand or type of bike and
sponsors several charitable events.

It works to protect your motorcycle right!
The SCVR is not a gang or club. It is a non-profit
organization that supports the premise that
motorcyclists, not political or insurance companies,
know best what should be done to protect themselves
on the road.

The SCVR believes in actively working to see that
Politicians know where its members stand and show
That it’s a strong organization, working with them and
Against them.

Please Join the Fight!!
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We are on the web
www.stcroixvalleyriders.org
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