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Prez Sez

by Mark Koon

the Membership mess we
had, Thank you! I would
I hope you all have had a
now like to introduce
good Holiday season and
SCVR’s new Membership
Santa was good to you!
coordinator, Ashley SchleI’ll be covering a few differ- gel, contact Ashley at
ent subjects in my column alsccm@yahoo.com for any
this quarter so I may jump membership questions, sign
around a bit.
up or renew your membership with the form attached
Due to price increases,
or go to the web site
SCVR has decided to go
back to our old-style news- stcroixvalleyriders.org
letter.
The next addition is Rider
I would like to introduce the Education. Randy Swenson
has accepted the role as the
new Newsletter Editor,
John Olson, if you have at- new Riders Ed coordinator,
tended the Chili Feed you Randy recently was acceptmay recognize John, he is ed by the MN DPS to be a
the head of the night Securi- Riders Ed Instructor, so it is
ty at the Feed. John has an a great fit for Randy. You
IT background so should fill can contact Randy at silverthis position well, be kind to back775@yahoo.com for
your riders ed questions
him �
A BIG Thank You to Ashley,
Contact John at scvrnewsJohn and Randy for stepping
letter@gmail.com, anyone
up to take over these 3 imis welcome to submit editoportant positions!
rials or if you know some
business that would like to Speaking of Membership,
advertise with us have them The SCVR Mid-Winter Party/ Membership drive is on
contact John.
Saturday Feb 15th at the Red
I would now like to Thank
Barn VFW, 9260 E Point
Christy Decamp for jumping
Douglas Rd, Cottage Grove
in last year and working on
Happy New Year!

MN 55016, doors open at
5pm. $5 cover for all plus
membership if your dues are
expired. Please bring a dish
to pass, SCVR will furnish
buns and BBQ pork, also if
you know a business that
would like to donate something for our evening giveaways and beer or alcohol
for the Wall of Drinks ,
please bring items to the
next meeting or that night.
Music will be by the Music
Junkies

like to talk with people this
is a great place plus helping
SCVR sell merchandise &
memberships. I do need
help at 5pm on Sunday the
29th packing up everything.
Other important dates to
put on your calendar are,
Wisconsin Lobby Day at
the State Capital in Madison, Thursday Jan 23rd, they
will have buses contact Dan
Hren for more info.

Minnesota Biker Day is
Thursday Feb 27th at the
If you need a hotel room
MN State Capital in St Paul,
contact the Country Inn and
both events start at 9am, to
Suites in Cottage Grove 651
register go to
-768-7350, mention the St
www.abatemn.org , they
Croix Valley Riders for a
will set up a time to meet
discount.
your congressperson .
SCVR does need volunteers
These dates are very imto help with this event,
portant to your rights as
these areas need help, Mermotorcyclists, take the day
chandise, Membership,
off and attend!
Door, Kitchen and clean up
SCVR is working with St
at the end of the evening
(midnight) contact a board Paul Harley and Wild Prairie Harley to have a spring
member to volunteer.
Open House/ Membership
SCVR also needs volunteers
drive, we will keep you
with future events like the
posted on details.
Donnie Smith Show on
The start of the New Year
March 28th & 29th, if you

Prez Sez

by Mark Koon Cont.

typically begins with resolutions on improving our
selves , with that in mind,
why not sign up for a riders
ed class, there are classes
that will fit any skill level
even if you have been riding
for years I can guarantee
you that you will learn
something and as a SCVR
member you can take a
class for FREE or a small
fee depending who you take
the class through, if you
have been a member for
3years or sign up for 3 years
you qualify for reimbursement. Go to motorcyclesafety.org and sign up
for the class that fits you
today!
As we enter 2020, I look
back at the history of SCVR
and its early beginnings, a
group of us met in the back
room of the Red Rock Saloon in Newport Mn , we
decided this area needed
representing with the large
motorcycle community,
people like Gary Toenjes,
Bill Marvin, Gary
Wettshrek, Carol & Earl
Johnson, Scott Hostrawser,
Mike REO Sieben , Greg
Taylor, Tim Radke and
many others of course our
first President Leesa
Gilliam, I must mention
that Bob Illingworth, the
man that got the helmet law
repealed in Minnesota and
the president of the MMRA

assisted us in creating the St
Croix Valley Riders along
with John Dooley writing
our bylaws. From the Red
Rock we moved to St Paul
Park to Jim’s Corner Bar
then a few more places and
settling back into St Paul
Park American Legion.
SCVR made an impact on
the local legislators quickly
and to today we even have
legislators as members! The
other area we grew rapidly
in was our fundraiser, The
Chili Feed! The first Feed
was small, about 300 people, the bands played on a
hay wagon, Chain Lightning
band got their start here,
the chili was cooked in
booya kettles borrowed
from the Hastings Fire
Dept. Today attendance to
the Feed is around 4000
people with a large tent and
main stage hosting national
acts like the Marshall Tucker Band and Great White
and we have a chili cooker
that we make 400 gallons of
chili! If you have never attended, you are missing the
Best Damn Party in the Valley! Put September 11th
and 12th on your calendar!
The SCVR membership
consists of people of every
aspect, with one thing in
common, the love of motorcycles and freedom! I am
amazed and very proud of
this organization and what

it has grown into.
With growth we have seen
a few issues and not always
seen eye to eye to with other groups, this past spring
Abate of MN elected a new
State Coordinator, Jane
Doyle, Jane and I have met
and have had several conversations, SCVR looks
forward in working with
Abate of MN in the future
on motorcyclists rights. Of
course, SCVR will continue
to support all our friends in
Abate of Wisconsin. 1
more plug, Please attend
Abate of Wisconsin’s Lobby
Day on January 23rd and
Abate of Minnesota’s Biker
Day at the Capital on Feb
27th.
Here are a few events that
are coming up and SCVR
may need volunteers for,
Donnie Smith Bike Show,
March 28th & 29th, Defrost
your Nuts Run, April 11th,
Flood Run April 18th ,
Chucks Ride , May 30th The
SCVR Fun Run June 20th ,
SCVR 30th Annual Chili
Feed September 11th & 12th.
Stay tuned for more events!
The Success of SCVR and
the events are because of
you the volunteer! Thank
You!
If you are interested in
meeting people or wondering how you can help, stop

in at any event and jump
in, we need you! Most of
the time a couple hours of
time is all we need, talk
to any Board member to
find out more, a couple
areas we need volunteers
for , 1) advertising, someone to find ads for the
SCVR newsletter, 2) Co
– Chair for the Chili
Feed , I will be retiring
son and need a replacement . Of Couse if you
really want to get involved, the SCVR elections are in June, nominations in April and May,
positions on this year’s
ballot are President, Secretary , Sargent at Arms,
Director, MN legislative
Director , Audit Committee , these are 2year positions.
This may be your last
newsletter, please renew
your membership today!
Sign up a new member
and you could win Chili
Feed tickets or $100 for
the most new members
signed up!
Wishing Everyone a Safe
& Healthy New Year!

HEMPWORX
651-491-5233
lori@imyourhemp
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I nsi de St ory Hea dline

Adopt A Highway: Julie Rice
Even though we have snow covered roads, there are people
who continue to litter. Our next
Adopt A Highway will be coming soon. If we have an early
spring, it will be in April.
You will be reward with drinks
and pizza after your hard work.
Thank you to the many people

who help keep our roadway
clean each year.

Secretary Updates:
Welcome to the new year 2020.
Is your membership up to date?
You can renew by visiting our
web site: stcroixvalleyriders.org, or coming to the Mid-

Winter Membership Drive
at the VFW
on February 15 th , or
come to a General membership meeting. If you
have paid for three
continuous years, any rider’s education class you
take, will be reimbursed.
Learning to be a
safe rider for free!
Our Facebook page has
almost 4,000 members, but
our membership is one
fourth that. Why is
that? Do you care about
your rights as a motorcyclist? Do you want to have

your voice be heard

needing help, so

when bills are introduced
that will stop your freedoms? I challenge you Facebook members to

attend a meeting and find
out where you can help.

register as a full- fledged
member, and join some of
the best people in the states
of Minnesota
and Wisconsin. We are also,
in need of our members to
volunteer at events to help
with
membership and merchandise. Are you up to the challenge? Riding season will
soon be here, so
join us and help us out. Our
biggest fund raiser is the
Chili Feed. We will be

Thanks to everyone who
volunteers at our events, and
making the SCVR the best
Motorcyclists
Rights Organization in MN
and WI! Members, bring a
friend to our next event, and
get them
signed up. Strength in numbers.
If you have any questions,
feel free to contact me- jewelrice@gmail.com. Thanks
and have a
great year.
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From the Vice President by Chr is Hawkinson
Dear SCVR Brothers and Sisters:
Hope everyone had a great NEW YEAR! Riding season is coming up
fast. I know that some members are anxious to ride like me. We all
need to remember that even if it is 40 degrees out there is a lot sand
and salt out there. So if you need that wind therapy be safe and ride
responsible. keep in mind there is alot of distracted drivers out there.
Even with the new hands free law, many drivers are still using there
cell phones and other distractions. I would also would recommend
riders to take a refresher or an Advanced Rider Course or two. I took
one and learned what my bad habits were, and I was able to correct
them. It made my a better and safer rider. If you have any questions
on the courses let me know.
We also have some great SVCR Events coming up, We will need
some volunteers to help with the SCVR Mid-Winter Party, Donnie
Smith Bike Show and many more. SCVR is where we are because of
the many supporting volunteers we had and have. We would like to
see more. We at SCVR are all volunteers from President down to our
Co-Chairs. It take many volunteers to put on events and to keep them
going. If you could help with one or two events that would be great. I
am and will be the Vendor Coordinator for the 30th Anniversary
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Bi ke P AC of Mi nnes ot a
Bike PAC of Minnesota 2019
Report submitted by Jill
Kielblock PAC Chair and Jim
Dahling
PAC Treasurer

PAC officers will consult with offices in Minnesota. Donations
SCVR leadership to identify
individuals running for state
legislative seats that we believe are

cannot be made to US President, US Senate or US House
candidates or those running in

Wisconsin.
friends of motorcyclists for
NOTE: For our fellow SCVR
possible campaign contribumembers in House District 30A
tions. Incumbents are evaluat(southeast Sherburne and
ed based on
northeast Wright Counties)
contributions. SCVR continues their record in the 2019 and
there is a primary election on
to be the main supporter of the 2020 legislative sessions along
January 14 th and a special elecPAC through donations made with what we know about
tion on
them.
with new or renewing memberFebruary 4 th to fill the seat
ships. The PAC balance as of
Others are judged based on
held by Rep. Nick Zerwas who
December 31, 2019 was
our knowledge of those candiresigned.
dates and face-to-face discus$29,110.10.
For our fellow SCVR members
sions with
In 2020 all Minnesota State
in House District 30A
them.
Senate and State House seats
(northeast Minneapolis) there is
will be up for election so this
The election schedule for
a
year
2020 includes any primary
primary election on January 21
election on August 11 th and
promises to be a much busier
st and a special election on Febthe general
year. The state legislature will
ruary 4 th to fill the seat of Rep.
be in session from February 11 election on November 3.
Diane Loeffler who passed
th
As a reminder the Bike PAC away.
through May 18 th during
of Minnesota By-Laws state
which time the PAC will track that campaign contributions can
legislative activity but cannot
be
make
made only to candidates for
campaign contributions. Upon state-wide offices or legislative
conclusion of the session, the
With no state elections being
held in calendar year 2019, the
PAC did not make any campaign
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St. Paul Harley -Davidson
Dear SCVR Members,

community than anyone else in
the market and our stores are
We would like to take this opbursting at the seams with all
portunity to say thank you for
the new 2020 Harley’s, the
having us a sponsor in 2019.
largest selections of incredibly
It’s been a great first year for
nice low mile pre-owned bikes,
us, both in business, and sponall the latest parts and clothing,
soring the SCVR and all that it
and our service teams are
works hard to achieve. So
wrenching away, getting everymany of you have supported us
one ready for the first day of
at the dealerships and we can’t
spring! Start your new year off
thank you enough! We are
right!
here to serve you, and all of our
fellow riders in the community We want to wish all of you a
whenever needed.
prosperous and safe year in
2020 and we pray for strength
Our team continues to work
hard to better serve our biker

for any of those struggling with
health or life issues going into
the new year as the motorcycle
community is our family also.
Hope to see you all in the stores
and on the roads enjoying your
bikes sooner than later!
Let’s rock 2020!!!
Justin Johnson
jjohnson@stpaulhd.com
Owner
St. Paul Harley-Davidson –
www.stpaulhd.com
Wild Prairie Harley-Davidson –
www.wildprairiehd.com
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HP

INC.

This would be a good place to insert a short paragraph about
your organization. It might include the purpose of the organization, its mission, founding date, and a brief history. You
could also include a brief list of the types of products, services,
or programs your organization offers, the geographic area covered (for example, western U.S. or European markets), and a
profile of the types of customers or members served.

Primary Business Address
Address Line 2
Address Line 3
Address Line 4
Phone: 555-555-5555
Fax: 555-555-5555
Email: someone@example.com

It would also be useful to include a contact name for readers
who want more information about the organization.

Organization
BUSINESS TAGLINE OR
MOTTO

We’re are on the
Web!
example.com

Bac k Page Story Headline
This story can fit 175-225
words.
If your newsletter is folded and
mailed, this story will appear on
the back. So, it’s a good idea to
make it easy to read at a glance.
A question and answer session
is a good way to quickly capture
the attention of readers. You
can either compile questions
that you’ve received since the
last edition or you can summarize some generic questions that
are frequently asked about your
organization.
A listing of names and titles of
managers in your organization
is a good way to give your

newsletter a personal touch. If
your organization is small, you
may want to list the names of
all employees.

If space is available, this is a
good place to insert a clip art
image or some other graphic.

If you have any prices of standard products or services, you
can include a listing of those
here. You may want to refer
your readers to any other forms
of communication that you’ve
created for your organization.
You can also use this space to
remind readers to mark their
calendars for a regular event,
such as a breakfast meeting for
vendors every third Tuesday of
the month, or a biannual charity
auction.

Caption describing picture or graphic.

