St. Croix Valley Riders (SCVR) is a
nonprofit Motorcyclists Rights Organization (MRO). Proceeds go to enhance
motorcycle safety, awareness and education. Believes in, and sponsors
motorcycle training. Endorses education, not legislation. Encourages political involvement. Helps fight for bikers rights. Actively works for motorcycle awareness. Helps improve the motorcyclist's image. Is open to all bikers,
regardless of what brand they ride.
Sponsors charitable events.
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PREZ SEZ by Mark Koon
Hi Everyone!
Hope you all are doing well!
We have almost made it to riding season, even though its April,
Mother Nature isn’t giving up
winter yet! When I said I wanted
a BLIZZARD in April, I was talking
about one from Dairy Queen.
If you are like most of us, you
are ready to get out and ride!
The roads suck with pot holes
and sand and salt all over so be
careful out there! To make it a
bit safer make sure you give your
bike a good inspection before
that first ride. Check your tire
tread depth, your tire air pressure, look at the brake pads and
rotors, and check all the lights to

see if they work. Change the fluids and generally look at everything to make sure nothing is
loose or hanging off the bike.
AND don’t forget those license
tabs! Nothing will get you pulled
over quicker than an expired tab!
Being safe and spending some
time on these basics is better
than breaking down on that first
trip out!
Speaking of getting your bike
ready to ride - are YOU ready to
ride? How about signing up for a
Riders Ed class? As a member of
SCVR you can take classes for
free or a lower cost. Check with
any Board member to find out
how this works.

If you are interested in taking a
class with your friends and other
SCVR members, we can set up
group classes. The Intermediate
class is a 4 hour class that covers
breaking and steering - or how
about the Advance or Expert Rider course? These are 8 hour classes and the only requirement is
that you can make a U turn in a
28 foot area (size of 2 parking
spaces). Let me know if you are
interested in doing this or go to
www.motorcyclesaftey.org to
sign up for a class and/or see the
descriptions for the different
courses.
SCVR had a great Winter Party
& membership drive! We had 70

new members join us! Welcome
to the St. Croix Valley Riders!
(Continued to Page 8, Column 1)

Every month you will receive a recorded phone message from SCVR from the number 651-768-9026. These calls will remind you about the
monthly general membership meeting and other events. This is my home phone so keep that in mind and be polite. Thank You - Mark Koon
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•Advice from the Vice, Adopt-A-Highway and Road Captain
•Imperial Camper Ad

ADVICE FROM
THE VICE
by RANDY HOLLAND
Randy says he is too depressed
right now to write an article
He says he will come out to
play again when the bright sun
and warm weather returns
In the meantime, he says the
weatherman can “KISS MY ASS”

- New and Used Campers, RVs, Motorhomes, Fifth Wheels,
Travel Trailers, Pop Up Tent Campers, Ice Houses, Pickup Truck
Campers and more!
- We will be happy to service any make or model and
tackle just about any repair needed
- Imperial Camper has one of the largest parts departments
in the Twin Cities
- We can help you arrange financing for a new or used
trailer or RV by working with one of our trusted lenders

1156 Hastings Ave, Newport, MN 55055

Adopt A Highway
Julie Rice
Following the May 6th General
Meeting (moved up one week
due to Mother’s Day and Fishing
Opener on the second Sunday),
we will be doing our bi-yearly

roadside clean-up. We need
about 25 people in order to get
our section clean. It just will take
an hour of your time. You will be
rewarded with pizza and drinks
after the clean-up. Think about
attending the meeting and helping out afterwards. It is great exercise and camaraderie.

ROAD CAPTAIN’S REPORT
by Mike Classen
Hello everyone,
Rides will be posted on the
SCVR website and the Facebook
Page. I look forward to seeing
many of you on the road in 2018

•
•

Balancing the Books

About SCVR and the Board of Directors

Balancing the Books
Hi! As you know by now, I am
Danni Archambault, your new
treasurer and webmaster. Let
me tell you a little about myself. I have a zoo.. No! Just kidding! Lol, but my friends and co
-workers like to tease me about
it.
This year has been extremely
busy for me. For starters, I decided to take on my bucket list
and dream of riding a motorcycle. I purchased my first motorcycle this past February. It was
a 2015 Harley Davidson
Sportster 1200 Custom. Then I
joined St. Croix Valley Riders to
meet people to ride with. My
first meeting was at the Legion
in South St. Paul. Running late
and nervous, I accidently
walked into a room full of people in the wrong door. Boy, did
I feel my face turn red as everyone stopped talking and looked
at me. See there was a baby
shower going on so everyone
was redirected to another
room for the meeting. At that
meeting, they were talking
about some open positions
coming up. One of course was
the Treasurer. Being a numbers
gal and coming from an Accounting family, I thought I’d
give it a shot. Little did I know
you folks would be kind enough
to vote for me. My very first
real election. Lol.
I also volunteered at a local
horse rescue site. That brought
me to my next project for the
year and also a bucket list item
of mine. I live in the country
and always dreamed of having
horses. But I fell in love with
these certain 2 ponies at the
rescue. Not quite a big horse
but still a big belly and lots of
love. Lulu and Star. Lulu is 14
and Star is 12. They were both
rescued from the kill pen by
the local horse rescue I volunteered at. They are unique and
they needed to be adopted out
together. Why are they
unique? Because together,
they make up a full set of eyes.
What do you mean Danni?
Well, Star had her left eye amputated because she was
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kicked in the face by a large
horse while in the kill pen and
had her eye ruptured. Lulu is
blind in her right eye. So therefore, Lulu has the left eye and
Star has the right eye and together they make a pair of eyes! So
needless to say, I prepared my
back acreage into a horse area
for them. That pretty much took
up my whole summer, but I
wouldn’t change it for the world.
I still found time to ride in between work and putting together
an area for Star and Lulu. I have
since moved into a bigger bike. I
purchased a 2017 Harley Davidson Street Glide Special about
a week ago. It will be delivered
tomorrow. I can’t wait! Come on
Summer 2018!!!
The remaining of my zoo… In
addition to the 2 ponies, Star and
Lulu, I have 3 German Shepherds
and 3 rescue cats. Two of the
cats I adopted and the third one
adopted my animals and I. She
wondered into my yard last
weekend all beat up, cold, thirsty
and hungry. I can’t believe it but
she is blind. It astonishes me she
was able to safely avoid getting
hit by vehicles. She doesn’t move
real fast and of course being
blind, she really can’t for fear of
what’s in front of her. So she has
been being taken care of by myself and my 3 German Shepherds. You would think, I’m surprised those dogs don’t eat the
cats, well, for some reason all 3
of my German Shepherds are females and they’ve taken on a
nurturing role with this stray cat
who I now call Autumn. It is the
most precious thing I’ve ever
seen. I guess animals really do
know when another one is sick.
So, that completes me and my
zoo story. I will close for now and
I really look forward to getting to
know everyone and seeing you
all at meetings and events.

ABOUT THE ST. CROIX VALLEY RIDERS (SCVR)
St. Croix Valley Riders is a nonprofit Motorcyclists
Rights Organization (MRO). Proceeds go to enhance
motorcycle safety, awareness and education.
Believes in, and sponsors motorcycle training.
Endorses education, not legislation. Encourages
political involvement. Helps fight for bikers rights.
Actively works for motorcycle awareness. Helps
improve the motorcyclist's image. Is open to all

CURRENT MEMBERS OF THE
SCVR BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Mark Koon

Randy Holland

Julie Rice

Danni

Chuck

President

Vice President

Secretary

Archambault

Riesselman

651-247-1485

612-462-5695

651-768-8347

Treasurer

SGT at Arms

Truman Clute

Dan Hren

Norm Pollard

Dave Klem

Dwight Smith

MN Leg Dir

WI Leg Dir

Dir at Large

Dir at Large

Pres Emeritus

612-812-9084

715-531-7482

612-607-3389

612-812-9747

651-459-1837

Be sure to visit our website
SCVR.ORG as that will now be
kept up-to-date and we hope to
do more as we can with it.
Take care everyone! Ride Safe!
Come On Spring, Dammit! !
Danni Archambault
SCVR Treasurer

FYI - Annually, nominations for the Board of Directors positions are made at the April and May general meetings each
year, with the election at the June meeting at the GasLite.
Positions open for election in 2018 are the President,
Secretary, one Director at Large, Minnesota Legislative
Director and one Audit Committee member. The other
offices will be up for election in 2019. These are all two
year positions. Is there one you want to run for?

•
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16th Annual AMBER ALERT Motorcycle Run
•

SCVR Newsletter Advertising Information

SCVR Newsletter
Advertising
Distribution is quarterly at the
beginning of January, April, July
and October. All artwork must be
submitted (print-ready) as a JPEG
by the 15th of the month, prior
to the month of distribution. For
example, all artwork for the April
issue must be submitted by
March 15.
The SCVR newsletter is printed
in a tabloid format - each page is
11” by 17” with a 10” by 16”
print area.
Prices and sizes listed below are
per quarterly newsletter - for
advertisers who wish to place an
ad in 4 consecutive newsletters,
there is a discount available.
Full page - 10”X16” -

$800 col-

or or $600 B/W
Half page - 10”X8”(H) or
5”X16”(V) - $400 color or $300
B/W
Third page - 10”X5.3”(V) or
4.9”X10.9”(H) - $265 color or
$200 B/W
Quarter Page - 4.9”X8.2”(V) or
10”X4”(H) - $200 color or $150
B/W
Business Card Ad - 3.8”X2” $40 color or $30 B/W
Custom sized ads are available

and will be quoted on an individual basis.
More advertising information
can be found by going to our
website (www.scvr.org) and
downloading the advertising PDF
located under the ‘Advertising
and Sponsorship’ tab or by contacting Interim Advertising Coordinator Ron Lischeid for more
details at lischeid@msn.com or
by phone at 612-250-7272

You don’t have
to be a Genius
to figure out
That Drinking
And Riding
Don’t Mix

•

Important Information about Impaired Riding
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Definition: Impaired Motorcyclist
“At a particular moment in time, a person is mentally and/or physically
unable to safely operate or be a passenger on a motorcycle”
Most motorcyclists know that
it's not speed, not the other guy
making a left turn, and not the
rider's failure to dress to crash
that ranks as the biggest killer of
motorcyclists. That distinction
belongs to the alcohol that about
half of the future cadavers consume shortly before their rides
to oblivion.
Drinking actually helps give all
those other risk factors their bad
names. An inebriated rider is
more likely to speed, and less
likely to recognize the danger or
manage the added risk of increased velocity. The alcoholimpaired rider is less likely to
identify the left-turner as he approaches and is considerably less
capable of dealing with him
when he makes his move. And
contrary to the rubber-ball myth,
which claims that drunks are less
likely to get hurt in a crash, riders who get liquored up before
crashing are both more likely to
sustain fatal injuries and less
likely to wear the protective gear
that might have prevented those
injuries. Suffice it to say that you
should consider the "eight hours
bottle to throttle" rule a minimum.
Drinking isn't the only form of
chemical
impairment
that
threatens riders. Besides illegal
drugs, there are a host of chemicals that can turn your next ride
into your last one. Many prescriptions and over-the-counter
medications carry warnings that
you should not operate a vehicle
or machinery while consuming
them. This usually means that
they make you drowsy, slow
down your perception and reflexes and may have other
affects, such as impaired vision,
that can get you into trouble or
keep you from escaping it. Viagra, for example, can distort color
perception (though we don't really want to know why you took
Viagra to go for a ride). Unfortunately, the warnings usually
seem to be in such fine print that
those over 40 are unlikely to be
able to read them without glasses, even if the drug hasn't compromised their vision. This tends
to suggest that such warnings
don't really matter, that the
makers don't really care if you
read them. Even if that was true,
you should care about them.

The reasons you are taking OTC
medications or prescribed drugs
may be reason enough not to
ride. A head cold by itself can
compromise your riding ability
by detuning your senses and
slowing you down. Many other
ailments can limit your riding
abilities. Perhaps the most common are simple fatigue or lack of
sleep. One expert believes that
these problems are fairly common and may often combined
with other forms of impairment,
such as alcohol, in accidentinvolved riders. Since there is no
way that the fatigue level of a
crash victim can be measured,
we simply can't know how common a problem this is for motorcyclists.
Your mental state can reduce
your capability to ride safely.
There are plenty of studies to
show that drivers under heavy
stress are more risky on the road
than other drivers. You should
approach operating any vehicle
very cautiously if you are upset,
distraught, or angry. Otherwise,
you may prove that things can,
indeed, get worse. The upsetting
event may be a driver who almost flattens you. Instead of
conveying your anger to the
transgressor, it's better to let it
go and concentrate on your own
situation. I knew a motorcyclist,
who, after dodging one of these
inattentive morons, would remark to himself something like,
"He's probably no good in bed,
either." That seemed like an
effective and amusing way to
dissipate the anger quickly.
Allergies can present problems
for some riders, and some allergic reactions can be disabling. A
bee sting can be a real threat to
someone who is allergic to it, but
I have heard of riders having severe reactions to other insect
stings and even to some plant
particles they encountered.
These are potential dangers that
you might be able to prepare for,
just be sure that you understand
how the antidotes affect you
too.
There are other ways that your
riding environment can cause
your abilities to deteriorate. I
have heard of riders feeling
woozy after bouts in heavy
traffic, perhaps from the gases
they are breathing from the ve-

hicles around them. A few years
ago there was a warning issued
about sealing your helmet up too
tight in cold weather. It seems
some riders had cut off the supply of fresh air and come up
short of oxygen. A flat-lander
who ventures onto high mountain roads can also get into trouble because of the sharply reduced oxygen levels in the thinner air. This can show up as a
headache, a slight dizziness or a
significant shortness of breath.
But the bigger threat will be your
weakened judgment. My experiences with hypoxia have drawn
my attention when I noticed a
slight numbness in my fingertips.
Other environmental factors
can be dangerous as well. Heat
and dehydration can disable a
rider. So can cold and hypothermia. During a recent 500-plusmile ride on a hot summer afternoon, I noticed that I was beginning to feel a little too good. I
was simply getting more relaxed
than I should be on a motorcycle. As I was becoming aware of
the problem, a roadside ice
cream place appeared. I
stopped, pulled a book out of a
saddlebag, ordered a banana
split, and spent an hour and a
half soaking up liquids and reading in air-conditioned comfort.
The added fluids and the slightly
cooler temperature when I resumed my ride enabled me to go
the remaining 200 miles fully
alert, and being late wasn't nearly as bad as being "the late."
I was fortunate to be able to
get a handle on my problem. The

trick with almost any sort of impairment is to recognize that you
are beginning to fade. As with
alcohol and chemical impairment, many other "natural" sorts
of problems can cloud your
thinking in a manner that keeps
you from recognizing the danger.
A friend once told me of a ride
on a cold day long ago where he
became so hypothermic and disoriented that he was thinking
about riding into a bridge abutment. When he realized how
screwed up he was, he found a
place to warm up immediately.
Riding with a group can create
pressure to ignore the early
warning signs of impairment because you don't want to slow
down the group or look like a
wimp. But the fact that you are
in a group increases the urgency
because you are endangering
other riders as well as yourself. If
the cause is environmental, you
may simply be the first to recognize a problem that is affecting
other group members. Even if
the problem is unique to you,
you can be pretty certain that
your friends would rather stop
and get you sorted out than call
an ambulance and tow truck
when you crash.
One of the items we include on
pre-ride checklists is the physical
and psychological condition of
the rider. That "head check"
should be repeated occasionally
as the ride progresses.
(From an article by Art Friedman
in the October 2000 issue of
Motorcycle Cruiser Magazine)

•

Allergies

•

Reaction to
medication

•

Heat Stroke

•

Dehydration

Affects of
Diabetes

•

Hypothermia

Mental
Fatigue

•

Sunburn

•

Food Poisoning

•

•

Problems

•

Sprains,
Stiffness,
Soreness

•

Cramping

•

General
Malaise

•

Stress

•

Anger

•

Drowsiness

•

Dizziness

•

Lack of Sleep

•

Insect Bites

•

Shortness of
Breath

•

Injuries

•

Hay Fever

•

Hypoxia (O2
Deprivation)

•

Asthma

•

Vision

•
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Secretary’s Notes: Julie Rice

Hi! It is almost riding season.
Make sure you T-CLOCK your
bike and ride safe. If your membership is not current, please visit www.scvr.org to sign yourself
up (and maybe a friend or two).
Our monthly meetings give our
members information on events,
legislation, PR, financials and
merchandise. If you can’t make
meetings, the minutes are posted on our website. During April

Secretary’s Report and Round Barn Run Information
•

MRF Membership Application and Information

and May, nominations for BOD
positions will be accepted. This
year’s positions are President,
Secretary, Sergeant at Arms, one
Director at Large, and one auditor. If you are interested in being
nominated and run for office,
please attend a meeting to do so.
AIL is the insurance company
that covers members in good
standing for the year. They help
out our members. A company
representative was at the April
meeting to explain the program.
We have upcoming events that
need volunteer help for membership and merchandise. April
28th at Fury, and in the next few
months, the Chili Feed will be
having volunteer sign ups. Check
our Facebook page and our website for more information.

ANNOUNCING NEW HOURS FOR EARLY RISERS - Beginning
Feb. 1, 2018, the GasLite will be opening for breakfast at
6:30AM - 7 days a week! Our new hours will be Sunday
through Thursday 6:30AM - 2AM, Friday & Saturday
6:30AM - 2:30AM. The grill will be open 7 days a week
6:30AM to 10:00PM!! That pretty much covers it……………….

When you're hungry, we'll be open!!
W8945 US Highway 10, Ellsworth, WI Call (715) 273-4839

2018 Round Barn Run
Saturday, July 14th
Ride starts at No Name Bar at 9 a.m. and ends at the GasLite Bar
More information at www.scvr.org or on the SCVR Facebook Page

Please consider joining the Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF), a non-profit based in Washington, D.C. focused on motorcyclists’ rights. With a full-time lobbyist, they are the eyes and ears on federal legislation and send out regular communications
and alerts to State Motorcycle Rights Organizations (SMROs) like SCVR. Visit the MRF website at www.mrf.org

•

Fury Motorcycle Ad
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Free Beer
Free Pop
Free Food
Vendors

740 Concord Street N
South St. Paul, MN 55075
651-251-8230
https://furymotorcycle.com

Free Stuff

Back by Popular Demand

Motorcycles

PORKCHOP

Merchandise

On the Fury
Motorcycle Stage

Accessories
Clothing

Follow Us On:

These Guys KNOW Motorcycles - Get to KNOW These Guys
Stop in Soon - We Look Forward to Earning Your Business

•
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(Continued from Page 1, Column 4)

And Welcome back to all the
members who renewed their
membership! Thank you! SCVR
has a membership contest every
year. The member that signs up
the most new members during
2018 receives $100 at the 2019
Mid-Winter Party. If you sign up
online make sure to put the referral in the comment section.
Join SCVR on April 28th at Fury
Motorcycle for the annual Fury
Motorcycle Open House / SCVR
Membership Party! Check out
the flier in the newsletter. It’s a
great party with music by Pork
Chop! Tasty food and plenty of
refreshments for everyone! Oh
and don’t forget all the prizes we
give away! Stop by Fury Motorcycle at 740 Concord Ave North
in South St. Paul!
I would like to say “Thank You”
all the volunteers that helped
out at the Donnie Smith Bike
Show! We signed up a lot of new
members and sold a bunch of
merchandise! It was cool to see
everyone stop into the booth
and visit! I need to give an even
bigger “Thank You” to all that

stayed late to help load out of
the show! You guys and ladies
did a fantastic job! Great teamwork to get us out, as Brenda
stated, 40 minutes earlier than
last year!
Speaking of volunteers, SCVR
does need help at upcoming
events. The Flood Run is April
21st and we need at least 6
people to help road guard 1 intersection and some people to
help with parking at Shiners in
Lakeland from 8am – 10:30am.
We also need help at the SCVR
Booth located at the Nauti
Hawg in Diamond Bluff WIs
from 9am to 5pm. If you can
help a hour or 2 that would be
great! On April 28th at the Fury
Open House, SCVR needs help
with set up, membership, merchandise, cooking, serving and
tear down and clean up. The
Open House’s official hours are
from 10am – 5pm but we need
help from 7 a.m. until 6 p.m. or
later. Again a couple hour shift
would work out great! A bit farther in the year we have booths
at Chucks Ride on June 2nd,
Amber Alert fundraiser/Ride on
June 9th and the Patriot Ride

PRES SAYS Continued from Front Page
•

A Word from Some of our Sponsors

on June 30th. if you are interested in helping at these events
contact SCVR at www.scvr.org or
any Board member.
Stay tuned to the SCVR Facebook page, website and newsletter for more info on the upcoming Round Barn Rally scheduled for July 14th. The new Road
Captain Mike Clausen and Director Norm Pollard will be setting
up another beautiful ride
through the bluffs of Wisconsin.
Of course don’t forget the 28th
Annual Chili Feed on Sept 7th &
8th, tentatively featuring John
Cafferty and the Beaver Brown
Band and Vixen, founded in St.
Paul in 1983 along with 7 other
local favorites and new acts! All
these events are run by volunteers and couldn’t exist without
them so join the fun!

If you really want to get involved, at the next 2 general
meetings, SCVR will be taking
nominations for these positions:
President, Secretary, Sergeant at
Arms, Director at Large, Minnesota Legislative Director and Audit committee. These Board positions are 2 year terms, so jump
on in!
Be Safe & See you soon!
Mark

UNCLE MARK

For Pete’s Sake

N6210 County Road N
Arkansaw, WI 54721

Iron Horse Saloon
S211 McKay Avenue
Spring Valley, WI 54767

W9852 290th Ave.
Diamond Bluff, WI, 54014
Monday-Thursday 11am-2 am
Friday 11am - 2:30 am
Saturday 8 am - 2:30 am
Sunday 8 am - 11 pm

Your Great River Road Travel Destination
Whether visiting by car, motorcycle, or a boat

Fury Open House and SCVR Membership
Event Flyer - Saturday, April 28th - 10 to 5

St. Croix Valley Riders April 2018 Newsletter

455 East Wall Street
Ellsworth, WI 54011
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W6454 State Road 35 • P.O. Box 168
Bay City, WI 54723
E-Mail: baytown@bevcomm.net

Mike & Alice Celt
715-594-3888

•

•
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Wisconsin Legislative Director’s Report

Help Wanted - Newsletter Sales Person Needed

SCVR Newsletter

Wisconsin State Legislative Report

Advertising Sales
People Needed

By Dan Hren
Wisconsin’s legislative session
adjourned at the end of February.
This
means
that
your Legislators will be back
home in their districts. 2018. Is
an election year so get out there
and meet your elected Representatives and Senators. Volunteer to help them door knock,
distribute literature, put up lawn
signs or participate in local parades. They will remember that
you had helped them so in the
future they might consider cosponsoring or authoring a bill for
a motorcycle rights agenda.

sion we will continue to work on
the Definition of an Autocycle
and the Vehicle Data Privacy
Bills. We are not giving up on
these two so look for them to be
a topic for next session.
Live free Ride free
Dan Hren
Wisconsin Legislative Director

I would like to thank everyone
who acted on any of the Call to
Action requests that were posted to our Facebook page.
During the next legislative ses-

For those of you that are involved with the American Legion, the Auxiliary or the SAL, then you are already familiar with the term “PUFL” - it
stands for PAID-UP-FOR-LIFE
The St. Croix Valley Riders also is able to offer you a paid up for life
membership. You earn Paid Up status when you have been a dues paying member of the organization for 20 years of more.
For instance, if you have been a member for 10 years, you can prepay
for another 10 years and then you will be paid up for life.

MOTORCYCLE DIAL A RIDE

888-DIALRID(E)
888-342-5743
www.motorcycledialaride.org
Motorcycle Dial-A-Ride is a not
for profit group that was created to make sure motorcyclists
and their bikes arrive home safely. They will pick up impaired
riders in Minnesota, along with
their passengers and motorcycles, at no charge on all weekends between the last weekend
of April and the last weekend of
October, starting at 6 pm on Friday through bar close time on
Sunday. Keep their phone number handy as you never know
who might need it. While an impaired rider usually is associated
with the over consumption of
alcohol or drug use, many medical conditions can also make a
rider impaired. SCVR is very
proud to sponsor this organization and provide a trailer for
their use. Thank you to all those
who make this service possible.
Donations are always welcomed

Are you a natural born salesperson? Could you sell blinker fluid
to an over-the-road truck driver?
Then you are the person we are
looking for. SCVR is looking for
one or more members that
would like to solicit advertising
from area motorcycle-friendly
businesses so that we have the
income to support this newsletter. By selling ad space in each
edition of the SCVR quarterly
newsletter you would be helping
turn the newsletter from a quarterly expense item on the
monthly P&L for the organization
into a revenue stream which will
allow us to budget more money
for Rider Education and other
important budget line items.
Contact Mark if interested.
(Continued from Page 11, Column 4)

some tough times this year. Life
is busy and pushes us away from
each other sometimes but let’s
remember those of us in St. Croix
Valley Riders are truly a family. I
hug many of you more than my
own family. Why, because simply, you are my family too. Many
of you bring heart-warming stories to our group and the great
times we share on the road and
in small gathering are the things
that make my life complete. I
want to thank you all for the
friendship and love we share it’s truly a wonderful thing to behold. Let’s take some riding classes together this year and let’s
have a great safe riding year.

•
•

Minnesota Legislative Director’s Report

Motorcycle Safety Center Training Information
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Minnesota State Legislative Report
By Truman Clute

There is always a call for an article for another Newsletter, another email, another meeting,
another convention. Sometimes
they run together but the work is

good and the cause is even
better. March was busy month
with both Biker Day at the Minnesota State Capitol and the
29th Heartland STEAM Conference in Albert Lea. The Biker
Day at the Capitol was a long

day but I learned some about the
what and little of the who that
runs this state of ours. I was honored to be in the Capitol for Biker’s Day with many others St.
Croix Valley Riders on March
14th. It was an eye opener for
my first Biker’s Day. Special
thanks to Dan Hren for coming
from Wisconsin and helping out
with our first few meetings. We
met with many Senators and
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Representatives. Karla Bigham,
Senator from District 54, Representative Keith Franke from District 54A have both attended and
spoken at our past general membership meetings at the St. Paul
Park American Legion. We got to
speak with Rep. Keith Franke but
Senator Karla Bigham was busy
when we came by. They have
both always been supportive for
SCVR. Thanks to all who showed
up and saw their Senator and
Representatives.
Then it was off to Albert Lea for
the 29th Heartland STEAM. It
was good to meet with people
I’m starting to recognize from
ABATE and MRF. Many hardworking people helping to push
our choice to ride as we choose.
It’s good to see that the work
that was done before I came on
board is going strong, we just
have to reinforce it and keep it
going. There were many people
who made the freedoms we enjoy today happen.
Anyway, onto more legislative
news. It's one of the shortest legislative seasons this year, ending
in May. There don’t seem to be
any bills in the hopper this year
that we have to worry about as
motorcyclists. The legislature’s
focus this year with be school
safety and bills concerning distracted driving that Keith Franke
and Karla Bigham are working
on. It takes so many committee
hearing I hope something gets
done in this area. In support of
our Representatives that do support us, I want to reciprocate by
supporting them with their concerns. It only makes sense, we
are in many of their districts and
we need to let them know we
support their plans for our state
even when it’s not about Motorcycles. The simple reason being I
want to create a circle of support. We support them and they
support us. It’s what needs to
happen so we are able to ask
them to keep our values in mind
too.
I hope you’ll become engaged
in our Face Book page and on
our website. Next we go to
Washington, D.C. in May for
‘Bikers in the Beltway’. Yeah, it’s
a busy time of year and it never
seems to stop either. We’ll meet
with our Representatives there
and keep the fight going.
I’m keeping this article short
but I want us to remember the
many riders and good friends we
have who are going through
(Continued to Page 10, Column 4)

To join as a member with a friend
To attend our monthly meetings
To Take rider’s educaTion classes

To Volunteer at the scvr Chili Feed
To buy and wear SCVr Merchandise
To become politically active in 2018

Some of you may be wondering why you have been mailed a copy of the St. Croix Valley Rider’s current
newsletter considering the fact that you are not a member. At the December 2016 Board of Directors
meeting, it was voted to send between 800 and 1000 copies of our organization’s most current quarterly
newsletters to select groups of non-members as a way of introducing ourselves. It is our hope that once you
see who we are and what we do that you might want to become a member yourself. Our annual dues are only $20 per year for an individual or $30 for a couple. There is a membership form that you can fill out and mail
to us on the top of Page #5 of this newsletter. By increasing our membership, we can better serve you and
make your membership even more valuable. Please check us out. If you see our members when you are out
A Motorcycle Rights Organization
(MRO) Fighting For Motorcyclist’s
Rights in Minnesota and Wisconsin
We’re on the
web!

Live Free - Ride free

PO Box 112
St. Paul Park, MN 55071

