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UPCOMING EVENTS
January 18
SCVR General Membership Meeting
St. Paul Park American Legion Hall,
12:00 pm

February 8
SCVR General Membership Meeting
St. Paul Park American Legion Hall,
12:00 pm

February 14
SCVR Mid Winter Party
Cottage Grove VFW
5:00 pm
March 8
SCVR General Membership Meeting
St. Paul Park American Legion Hall
12:00 pm
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Letters to the Editor
You are encouraged to voice your opinion, inform
your fellow members of upcoming legislation, or
share an interesting ride.

Prez Sez by Mark Koon
Hi Everyone!
Here we are starting
another new year. I hope
you enjoyed the Holidays!
They say the New Year is a
time to look back on the
good and not so good
things that have happened in the past
year, and also to look forward to what
you’d like to improve in the upcoming
year.
This past year many fantastic things
happened which outweighed the few bad.
In June I took a ride to Colorado with
friends and family, we rode through the
worst weather and conditions I’ve ever
seen. We also rode the most beautiful
roads in the country all in the same 10
days, that trip will be unforgettable!
SCVR had another busy year, with dinner
rides, different benefit rides, the Round
Barn Rally, and, of course the infamous
Chili Feed! The Chili Feed rocked with the
Georgia Satellites along with other local
and national favorites! Next years Feed
will be the 25th Anniversary. It should be
the biggest and best Feed ever! The best
part of my year was the birth of my son
Axel, or Ragnar to some, being born in
December!
Back to the motorcycle world. This past
year we lost 45 brothers and sisters to
accidents. This is down from last year’s
60, but still too many lost. The saddest
part of our losses is that half of these
were single vehicle accidents due to
driver error. Each and every one of us
can prevent this from happening; slow
down, cut out the alcohol when riding
and take a riders education class.

Enrollment for Driver Education
classes should begin in February.
There are classes for everyone, from
the beginner to the most experienced
rider. If you don’t think you need a
rider education class, take a civilian
police course. I guarantee that you will
learn something! This year, starting in
April, the DPS will start offering the
Road Guard class. The new Road Guard
law takes effect on August 1st of this
year. Talk to a Board Member to get
specifics.
Remember: if you’ve been a member
for 3 years or sign up for 3 years, SCVR
will reimburse for a portion or all of
the cost of the class once you complete
and pass the course.
December 20th, SCVR and the St. Paul
Park American Legion held our annual
Christmas party for kids. We had over
200 kids show up. The Legion served
hot dogs, chips, cookies and soda to the
kids and their parents. They also gave
away fruit and candy filled stockings,
The kids had their picture taken with
Santa and got their choice of gifts. They
also had face painting, tattoos, coloring
and pin the nose on Olaf. Thank you to
Wendy for coordinating the volunteers,
you all did a fantastic job! Thank you to
Julie for loaning us her motorcycle for
pictures with Santa. I’d like to give
Russ, one of our newest members, a Big
Thank You for filling in as Santa until
the original one showed up! Russ and
Tony did a great job, and the kids didn’t
notice the switch.
Prez Sez cont page 2
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Prez Sez, continued
Speaking of dues, it’s a new year and
Thank you to the Amber Alert Crew!
These guys donated toys to give the kids. your membership may be expired.
Please renew your membership today.
We had lots of Happy Kids!
There is a membership form in this
This coming year, SCVR will have many
newsletter or go to Scvr.org to pay by
events and this is where we will need
credit. The legislative session is starting
your help.
up and we need all of you to be a strong
SCVR would not exist if not for the great voice at the Capitol! Speaking of
volunteers! Starting with the Mid-Winter renewing, don’t forget the membership
contest; the person that signs up the
Party on February 14th , we need
most new members in 2015 will receive
volunteers for the door, membership,
merchandise, kitchen, clean up and with $100 at next year’s Mid-Winter Party!
raffles. This is a great way to get to know
I have one last thing; just a reminder
people and welcome our new members
that you will receive an automated
along with our current members.
phone call from me every month

In March we have the Donnie Smith Bike
show on the 28th & 29th. We will need
helpers at our booth recruiting new
members and selling merchandise.
Contact me or any Board member to
volunteer, or go to SCVR.org and send us
a note on the contact us link.
This year SCVR is starting a few new
things, you can now become a Lifetime
Member for $400. Contact Judy to find
out details, you may not need to pay the
full $400. We will also have new lifetime
member patches.

reminding you of upcoming general
meetings and events. This call saves
SCVR about $2k a year versus sending
out a monthly postcard. The call uses
my home phone number so when you
see 651-768-9026 its SCVR calling. If
you wish not to receive this call, there
will be a prompt at the end of the
message for you to opt out of receiving
future calls.
See you at the Mid-Winter Party!
Have a Great New Year!
Mark Koon

SCVR now has its own PAC (Political
Action Committee) fund. This fund is
called Bike Pac of MN. $3 of your membership dues will go toward this. Jim and
Jill will have more information on this.

www.scvr.org

Mark Koon
President
651.768.9026

Randy Holland
Vice President
612.462.5695

Julie Rice
Secretary
651-768-8347

Beth Franz
Treasurer
651.246.3670

Dwight Smith
Sargent at Arms
651.459.1837

Shane Murphy
MN Leg. Director
651-329-2167

Dan Hren
WI Leg. Director
715.531.7482

Norm Pollard
Director at Large
612.607.3389

Mike Hammett
Director at Large
651-214-5074

Jeff Berg
President Emeritus

PAGE 2

Advice from the Vice
by Randy Holland
Happy holidays to
you and yours! I
hope all is well with
you as we roll on in
to a new year.
This past year has
been quite busy for some, and for
others a chance to recover and reflect.
Thank you for your hard work
keeping our rights as motorcyclists
safe. Thank you to all brothers and
sisters out there across the country
and in Washington DC. Eternal
vigilance is the only way to ensure
your freedoms and thankfully your
hard work is still keeping our rights
safe. One of our main issues coming
into this year was will we have a place
to hoId our events in 2015. It has
been a known fact for several years
the Gaslite Tavern has been up for
sale. It has also been a fact that our
Chili Feed had grown to maximum
capacity for the grounds. We have
actively discussed both issues, and
had no viable solution for either one.
I would like to dispel any more
rumors of that nature. The Gaslite
has been purchased and will be
remodeled before summer. The 2015
Chili Feed will be held at the Gaslite
as usual. At this point I would like
everyone to thank Bill for his years
of patronage to our cause and
welcome the new owner Jay. Now
that that is out of the way, let’s move
on to the subject we all love to hate.
We need volunteers people. An
organization of this size cannot
function on the efforts of few, just as
your freedoms cannot be protected
by the efforts of a few. The great
thing about this is you don’t need to
be the driving force, just step up a
couple of times a year. Your efforts
are appreciated and needed. Keep
the faith everyone and lets make our
25th anniversary Chili Feed something
people will talk about for years to
come .

Balancing the Books!
How did this year go so
fast? Less than a week
from Christmas and the
start of winter can be
pretty depressing. I’m
not a winter rider (I know there’s
plenty of you out there that are) so I
probably won’t be on a bike for another 8 weeks until we get to AZ for a
quick getaway and some desert landscape while on a rental. One always
needs something fun to look forward
to! Whatever you enjoy doing I hope
you also think about the possibilities
to live life to the fullest regardless of
the season.

by Beth Franz, Treasurer

going both ways, our non-MN members
will benefit as well. Having a PAC we
support and will have input to is exciting
and puts us on par with other legislationinfluencing organizations and provides
another avenue of fulfilling our dual
mission of rider education and political
involvement.

several members to the STEAM conference in Wisconsin Rapids, WI and
we helped ABATE of WI put on a pretty
great hospitality room after attendees
were at workshops all day. This
summer we had our two big weekend
Financially, this organization is as
events – the Round Barn Rally and the
strong as ever. We have stream-lined
Chili Feed!
many of our processes; have wonderful,
In October, after much analysis and
talented volunteers that make sure events
discussion from the Board at the Sephappen, our newsletter gets out, and all
tember BOD meeting, we voted as a
the other things that need to happen to
membership to raise our membership
keep organization alive and members
dues and put part of that increase
engaged. If you feel a desire to contribute
towards a Political Action Committee
your skills or meet new people by volun(PAC). The PAC we support is called
teering your time, please don’t be afraid
“The Bike PAC of MN”. PACs (just
to ask. It might look like “it’s all taken
As I think about what (new
google it), as an organization SCVR is
care of” but we always want more help at
things) got accomplished this year I’m not allowed to directly contribute to
our membership and merchandise tables
pretty amazed. In February, we had a political campaigns, however, we can
wonderful day of rider education put allot part of the dues our members pay at events and more ideas on how to
increase visibility. If you don’t want to
together before our Mid-Winter
in to a PAC to do that for us (with an
bring it up at a meeting, feel free to email
Party.The day included information
opt-out, of course). While this PAC is
anyone on the Board. I look forward to
on group riding, bike maintenance,
required to only contribute to MN camthe new adventures ahead in 2015.
and legal and insurance issues if one paigns, we feel that since a lot of our
is in an accident. In March, SCVR sent membership rides across the border
Beth Franz, Treasurer

MAKING THE BEST DEALS OF THE YEAR
RIGHT NOW!!

FURY MOTORCYCLE – 740 N CONCORD ST, SOUTH ST.
PAUL, MN 55075 WWW.FURYMOTORCYCLE.COM
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Single Membership:

1 year ($20)

2 year ($40)

3 year ($60)

4 year ($80)

5 years ($100)

Couple Membership: 1 year ($30)

2 year ($60)

3 year ($90)

4 year ($120)

5 years ($150)

SCVR Merchandise:

Pin ($5 ea) Qty:____

Patches:

Small ($7 ea) Qty:____ Large ($16 ea) Qty:____

PLEASE ADD $3.00 SHIPPING/HANDLING TO ANY MERCHANDISE ORDER

Donation to SCVR: Amount $__________ (in addition to membership)
Date:_____________________

Renewal: _____ New Member: ____ Referred by:_______________________________

Last Name: ________________________________ First Name: ______________________________________
Significant other (for couple membership)

Occupations (optional): __________________________________________

Last Name: ________________________________ First Name: ______________________________________
Address:________________________________________ City:______________ Sate: ______ Zip: ___________
Home Phone: ____________________ Cell Phone: _______________________ Email: __________________________________
All memberships are due in January. Dues are not tax deductible. Membership card(s) and merchandise will be mailed to you. Thank You!

S T. C R O I X VA L L E Y R I D E R S 2 0 1 5 S C H E D U L E O F E V E N T S
January

Sunday 18th- SCVR general membership mtg. 12:00pm, St. Paul Park American Legion.
(Board of Directors meeting to follow)

February

Sunday 8th -SCVR general membership mtg. 12:00pm, St. Paul Park American Legion.

Friday-Sunday, 6th, - 8th- International Motorcycle Show, Minneapolis Convention Center.
Saturday 14th - SCVR Midwinter Party, Cottage Grove VFW.
Saturday 28th –Sunday, March 1st - Dennis Kirk Motorcycle Life Expo, Canterbury Park,
March

Thursday 5th– Wisconsin Biker Lobby Day, State Capitol, Madison Wisconsin.
Sunday 8th– SCVR general membership mtg. 12:00pm, St. Paul Park American Legion.
(Board of Directors meeting to follow)
Saturday-Sunday, 28th-29th– Donnie Smith Bike Show, Xcel Energy Center, St. Paul, MN

April

Saturday 11th- Defrost your nutz run
Sunday 12th- SCVR general membership mtg. 12:00pm, St. Paul Park American Legion.
Saturday 18th- Flood run.

May

Sunday 3rd– SCVR general membership mtg. 12:00pm, St. Paul Park American Legion.
(Board of Directors meeting to follow)
Tuesday-Sunday, 5th-10th, Heartland Steam Convention.

Please check our website www.scvr.org for more upcoming events.
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Minnesota State
Legislative Report

Wisconsin State
Legislative Report

By Shane Murphy

By Dan Hren

But this doesn’t have to happen. It is easy to get
discouraged by the plight of evil deed done by office
holders. It is easy to say your vote doesn’t matter
because “it never does any good.” The true power of
one is in a crowd of individuals standing side by side
with the same spirit.
The Minnesota State Capitol is being remodeled this
year inside and out. That being said, there won’t be a
2015 Bikerday at the Capitol. This doesn’t mean that
we can take the year off and relax a little; the very
opposite needs to happen. We don’t have the chance
to assemble as a large group and remind our
representatives of what we stand for, so this will be
done on a smaller and more personal scale. I encourage
every one of you to contact your state rep and ask
them “Can I count on your support for the rights of
motorcyclists?” Call, email, write a letter or even better
yet stop by and talk to them at the Capitol or when they
are in their home district. Let them know that you care
about what happens in our great state of MN.
The MN State Legislature begins Jan 6th and that’s
when our reps go to work. Contact them and let
yourselves be heard.
Thanks! Shane Murphy, MN Legislative Director

Well here are some of the election results :


In the Wisconsin State House of Representatives,
there were 21 incumbents that did not seek
re-election. There are 36 Democrats, 63 Republicans
and 0 Independent State Representatives for a total
99 seats. The election added 3 more seats for the
Republican Party.



In the Wisconsin State Senate , there were 7
incumbents that did not seek re-election. There are
14 Democrats, 19 Republicans and 0 independent
State Senators. The election added 2 seats for the
Republican Party, one for the Democratic Party and
one Independent for the 33 districts in Wisconsin.

So if you got out and voted , make sure to keep in touch
with your elected representatives. Let them know your
concerns, be it motorcycle related or not. The new
Legislative session is ramping up.
The Motorcyclist Lobby Day at the Wisconsin State
Capitol will be on March 5th, 2015. To make it easier to
attend, there will be a bus that can pick you up in
Hudson, Wisconsin. Please contact me directly and I will
fill you in on the time and location to catch the bus. I do
not have a bus route yet but hope to soon. My email
address is : djhren@yahoo.com or you can call me at
715-531-7482.
Stay warm this winter. Riding season will be here soon
enough!

Dan Hren, WI Legislative Director

W6454 State Road 35 • P.O. Box 168
Bay City, WI 54723
E-Mail: baytown@bevcomm.net

715-594-3888

When we don’t vote, the wrong people end up in
positions of power and begin pushing a personal
agenda to destroy our freedom. Laws passed by people
elected to power because we allowed it.

Who's happy election season is over ?

Mike & Alice Celt

Wow, what a way to wrap the year! I and a small
group of friends had the pleasure of going for a ride
on Dec 14th. Yes December… When you live in an
environment like ours, you have to take advantage of
every opportunity that you are presented with; kind
of like voting. It came to my attention that during the
2014 November General Election only 50.5% of the
voting eligible population of MN voted. I was shocked.
That means that half of the population made the
decision for everyone about who was going to
represent them. Think about that for a minute.
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MRF Legislative Update by Beth Franz
A major part of the Meeting of the Minds conference each
September is the Legislative Strategy session where each
attending Motorcycle Rights Organization has 1 vote.
Below is a recap of the 2015 legislative agenda (http://
www.mrf.org/2014/news_release/14NR41.htm).

 MRF to seek a legislative vehicle to include motorcyclist anti-

Beth Franz, MRF Assistant State Rep

 MRF directed by our SSMRO’s to not support the use of ethanol

 MAP 21 upcoming reauthorization (the Highway Bill) –

To include Motorcycle 2010 type Grant Funding (the
MRF to pursue the current levels of funding along with
a request to tighten up language for qualification and
use), continuation of the NHTSA Lobbying Ban, pursue
reinstatement of the Motorcycle Advisory Council
(MAC) to advise the FHWA (Federal Highway Administration), oppose any motorcycling related federal
blackmails or federal sanctions contained in the highway bill; closely monitor for any action that would
negatively impact motorcycles, motorcycling, and
motorcyclists; seek to include HR1861 type language to
ban motorcycle specific roadblock grant funding
 SAE Motorcycle Roadside Sound Test – The MRF to
NOT promote the use of the SAE Sound Test as a
National enforcement standard, majority considered
this a state issue
 NHTSA motorcycle-specific checkpoint grant program –
MRF to carry out a full effort to cut off specified use of
funding for this motorcycle-based discriminatory
practice, work with SMRO’s to exchange information on
passing anti-checkpoint laws within the state, work to
get new HR1861 like resolution language written and
introduced
 Continue monitoring the Federal Crash Causation study
and the MSF Naturalistic study
 Strongly oppose any federal standard proposing s
tamping and certifying of motorcycle exhaust systems
 Continue to oppose federal agency activity regarding
EPA Sound Emission User studies and the encouragement of state activity with federal resources – again
deemed to be a state issue
 Work to discourage ALL forms of distracted driving,
and oppose all forms of funding blackmails or withholding of funds as related to motorcyclists, watch this
issue closely for motorcycle specific discriminatory
language
 Continue participation at the federal level where the
definition of a motorcycle is under review taking
advantage of any opportunity available to enhance and
further clarify
 MRF will oppose any motorcycling, motorcycle, or motorcyclist-based discriminatory legislation or rules proposed
by the U.S. Congress or by a federal agency
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profiling language this upcoming session
 Continue participation in motorcycle related activity in the

European Union, United Nations and Canada
 MRF to fiercely oppose any mandatory helmet or apparel

standards
fuels higher than E10 or any other newly developed fuel blends
including alternative renewable fuels without further testing
on motorcycle engines and obtaining specific recommendations from motorcycle manufacturers approving their use, MRF
and SSMRO’s to continue to pursue passage of HR875 type
language
 MRF to continue to insure the inclusion of motorcycles in
ongoing Intelligent Transportation System (ITS) emerging
technologies
 Pursue safer roadway design strategies at the federal level,
include safer cable barrier research similar to European
improvements in the discussion
 Continue to promote our theme of crash avoidance versus
safer crashing, using the principles of HR1498 urging NHTSA
to focus on crash prevention and rider education
 MRF to pursue limiting funding of the Center for Disease
Control (CDC) for their increasing involvement in motorcycling
safety issues
 MRF to pursue limiting of funding of CDC on their involvement
in motorcycling safety issues through a relevant appropriations bill, pursue CDC lobby ban and seek to remove language
where CDC suggests motorcycle crashes are preventable injury
events. MRF to continue to support efforts to refocus the CDC
on their mission as stated in the letter from Congressman Petri
to the CDC on September 27th, 2013
 MRF to monitor private organizations that oppose the
legislative agenda or mission of the MRF and investigate their
funding sources to make certain they are not receiving federal
tax dollars
 MRF to monitor public organizations for funding sources when
in opposition to our legislative agenda or mission and respond
appropriately if they receive federal tax dollars
 MRF to monitor and report on transportation entities that are
active in motorcycling but by their charters or mission
statements are or should be non-relevant to motorcycles
MRF to monitor and report on non-transportation federal
agencies becoming increasingly involved in motorcycling such
as the Government Accountability Office (GAO)
MRF to continue to closely monitor the federally mandated
Affordable Health Care Act for potential motorcyclist and
motorcycling discrimination
MRF to fully engage the EPA on upcoming activity on
motorcycle emission regulations and motorcycle drive train
mandates
Continued on page 7

What is the BIKEPAC of Minnesota? By Jill Kielblock and Jim Dahling
The BIKEPAC of Minnesota is a political action committee
as defined in Minnesota Statutes Chapter 10. In general, a
political action committee (PAC) is any group of two or
more individuals whose major purpose is to influence the
nomination or election of a candidate or promote or defeat
a ballot question. PACs cannot accept money from corporations or from individuals who want to designate how the
money must be spent rather donations can only be accepted from individuals and other committees or funds registered with the State of Minnesota Campaign Finance and
Public Disclosure Board.
The BIKEPAC of Minnesota was originally created by officers and members of the Minnesota Motorcycle Riders Association (MMRA) and was registered with the State of Minnesota as a PAC on May 15, 1989. The MMRA was the original motorcycle rights organization formed to fight for the
rights of motorcyclists in Minnesota and is responsible for
the majority of state laws that support those rights including repeal of the mandatory helmet law as well as passing a
law which prohibits discrimination against people who operate motorcycles or wear clothing displaying the name of
an organization or association. Bob Illingworth was the
long-time lobbyist for the MMRA who was responsible for
energizing Minnesota’s motorcycling community to support passage of such legislation and was instrumental in
establishing the BIKEPAC of Minnesota.

MRF Legislative Update Continued from page 6
 MRF to support the Black Box Protection Act, currently

HR2414, seek introduction of similar language in the upcoming Congress to regulate black boxes in motorcycles,
seek to clarify the rights of the vehicle owner to ownership
of the recorded data
 MRF to research fair tolling concepts on federally funded
roads and roads supported by federal bonds
 Federal Agency Motorcycle Design Standards – MRF to oppose non-motorcycle manufacturer mandated specific design standards
 There was agreement that while the handling of nonmotorcycle powered two and three wheelers such and mopeds, scooters, and the various cabin based steering wheel
type vehicles was considered a state by state issue that
there would be an effort to get these removed from motorcycle crash statistics if they do not have to follow the existing motorcycle licensing program in the state.

The By-Laws of the BIKEPAC of Minnesota provide that donations
are accepted from individuals only as specified by Minnesota State
Laws and that funds can be used only to support candidates for
state offices such as Governor, State Senator or State Representative.
Current Chair Jill Kielblock and Treasurer Jim Dahling were honored to be asked by past Treasurer John Sullivan to carry on the
traditions established by original Chair/Director/Lobbyist Bob
Illingworth and Treasurer Gus Haag to use these funds as a
means to encourage candidates for state offices to support the
rights and freedoms that Minnesota motorcyclists care so much
about. Jill and Jim are only the 4th set of PAC officers since it was
established in 1989. Jim worked closely as a lobbyist with Bob
Illingworth and the MMRA. Both Jill and Jim are avid motorcyclists and are active in the motorcycle rights movement working
with SCVR, MRF, AMA and ABATE of
Minnesota.
Jill and Jim thank the members of SCVR for recognizing the need
to support this important tool in protecting the rights and freedoms of Minnesota motorcyclists. We will keep you advised of the
activities of the BIKEPAC of Minnesota through future newsletter
articles and occasional reports at membership meetings.

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
We ended the year with about 1200 members. Check
your membership cards, as member expired at the end
of December. You can renew on line at SCVR.org or
snail mail it in.
Something new, SCVR is offering a Lifetime membership
for a onetime fee of $400, with credit for past years. For
instance, if you have been a member since 2008, you
would have paid for 7 years already; you could become
a lifetime member for $295. As a lifetime member, you
will also receive a lifetime patch.
Mark your calendars’ for the Mid-Winter membership
party February 14th, Bring a dish to pass, wall of beer
and the Band Bad Girlfriends. It’s always a good time,
and a great place to see old friends.
Happy New Year
Judy Gebhardt
SCVR Membership Coordinator

www.scvr.org
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PO Box 112
St. Paul Park, MN 55071
LIVE FREE. RIDE FREE.

We’re on the web!
www.scvr.org

Your Membership Expires: «Expires»
Return Service Requested

«FIRST» «LAST»
«Significant Other»
«STREET ADDRESS»
«CITY», «ST» «ZIP»

Please patronize our sponsors.They make our events and this publication successful.
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